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RHODES GROVE — News in a Nutshell Fall/Winter 2008

A Super-Natural Summer Experience
by Phil Regetta: Program Specialist / Guest Services
Have you ever done anything that is so big that thee is no way you could do it if it weren't for God? This
guestion can be answered with an emphatic YES fortte Rhodes Grove
summer camping program. Everything from program preparation, the
hiring & training of summer staff, the crazy games & great food and the
worship & learning at Facing North (our chapel time). None of this would
be possible without God’s faithfulness and His awesore power. In fact, ‘,..»*".“n"l"."//n".»‘l'."/:y,
our summer theme of Super-Natural spoke about His awsome power. Our A\ ‘ / A
: : = theme verse, Romans g '
8 1:20, states, “For since
the creation of the world
God’s invisible qualities — his eternal power and divire nature
a — have been clearly seen, being understood from whahas
been made, so that men are without excuse.” God's sper-
4 natural power was clearly evident as 22 campers madea rst
§ time decision for Christ and 42 campers rededicatedtheir
lives to Christ. These numbers re ect an increase oveirast
year’s decisions. His super-natural power was alsowadent in
the fun and safety provided for the summer activities. There
were the classic summer camp activities like swimming crafts,
ultimate cooking, horsemanship, archery and the waterdide
(most campers now know there are 168 tires holding t down). There
were new activities like the gaga pit, the grander zpline and the improved
big swing. Of course nothing is more vital to the canping experience
than the relationship between the campers and the ounselors pointing
the way to our Savior. Singing silly songs at a campre, jumping up and
down together in worship, learning a new skill at activity time, or praying
and having devotions together. All of these activities, coupled with God’s
guidance, helped build this relationship to furtherthe Kingdom. We
are thankful for all the counselors and support staffthat helped serve at
__ Rhodes Grove this summer.
854 We are very thankful for the
generosity of our campers
who gave $1766.38 for our summer offering. Half of this offering
is intended be put to use at the camp by supplementingthe cost
of installing air conditioning in the youth cabins. The other has
been used to sponsor a child from Compassion Internatioal. Our
sponsored child’s name is Anderson Ivan Colorado Pereand he is
from El Salvador. Check our website for a link to he Rhodes Grove
Facebook page for updates and pictures regarding Andson. You
will also nd tentative dates for the 2009 summer camp program
on our web's youth camp page. Praise God for anothegreat
summer. To Him be the glory!
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The Ecclesiastes Institute

“l devoted myself to study and to explore

by wisdom all that is under Heaven.”
Ecclesiastes 1:13
Rhodes Grove’s continuing education program in partnership with Lancaster
Bible College & Graduate School continues. We are pleased to announce
our next two courses. Visit our website for more information including
downloadable registration forms.

November 10, 2008 — Roadmap to Disciplemaking

Jesus said;as you are going, make disciplegkatthew 28:19). This
introduction to what we know as the Great Commission, contains two
important charges to us who are serving in His name. Firstis the issue

of our lives as being on a journey. This entails both movement and

progress. Second, is the charge to make disciples. This involves process
and transformation. However, integrating this expectation of Jesus into our
pastoral ministries is not an easy task. As you know, any journey can be
beset by vehicle breakdowns, roadblocks, detours, and even getting stuck in
the mud. Also, the transformation process entails change which has a built in
resistance within the human spirit. In our time together we hope to enlighten
the issue of the nature of our journey, what is our current location and
condition, where exactly are we going, what is our roadmap, and how do we
overcome some of the pitfalls that impede us from obtaining our destination?
We also will be focusing on what kind of nished product we are seeking to
develop in our roadmap to disciplemaking. What will be the form and function
of our nished product? Did Jesus expect this task to be done by a limited
number of professionals, or did he expect a reproducing disciple as the goal
of the Great Commission We are blessed have the leadership of Bishop Ron
Ramsey, Rev. Pat Jones, Director of Healthy Church Ministries, and the Rev.
Jeff Bleijerveld, Director of Global Ministries. All three leaders serve the larger
Church out of the headquarters of the Church of the United Brethren in Christ,
USA.

February 17, 2009 —
Short-term missions / Christian youth

This course is being taught by Dr. Conrad Swartzentruber.
Conrad serves as the
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Administrator of Shalom
Christian Academy
where he began working
in 1997. A graduate of
Duquesne University
and Virginia Tech he has international
experience working with Mennonite
Central Committee (MCC) in Indonesia
and Bangladesh. As an educator and

In Memory of:
Richard Reese

Rev. Timothy P. Story
Avis (Fox) Story
Peggy Frost

Bill & Gerry Phillips
Bob & Juanita Frost

Remembrance Gifts
Given by:

Larry Reese
Mark & Jill Story
Mark & Jill Story
Dean Hoffman
Michael & Debbie Frost
Michael & Debbie Frost
Ruth P. Rotz
Aaron & Stephanie Ziebarth
William & Linda Beard
William & Linda Beard

missions minded individual it is tting Don Rotz

that his hobbies include reading, traveling Rev. James (Jim) Herman
and gardening. Dr. Swartzentruber will Clara Beard

be presenting a portion of his doctorate J.L. Jones

dissertation that focused on essential truths In Honor of:

learned while studying the effect that short-
term missions have on today’s Christian
youth in a global context.

Jim and Barb Furry
Norman Martin

Given by:

Mt. Pleasant Koinonia SS Class

William E. & Donna M. Martin
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Refurbishments

In an ongoing effort to offer clean and pleasing
facilities and activities we have continued to refurbish
and improve several areas of the facility.

Retreat Center — In addition to last year’s upgrades,
this year we have added air-conditioning, improved
lighting, energy ef cient doors and windows,
improved solar light panels and a fresh coat of
exterior paint. Lookin’ Good! We will continue

to make refurbishments to this key facility in the
months to come.

Sound booth — We turned an unused coat closet in
the Meadows Conference Room into a permanent
location for our sound and video equipment. The
bundle of cords and wires is now safely out

of the way of foot traf c. All materials

used to frame up the booth were

recycled from other projects and

a brand new sound desk was

donated by a neighbor/friend.

Zip Line — How about a 330

foot ride down our new zip line?
Participants jump off a small
platform 35 feet in the air (of
course they are harnessed in!)
and zip down the cable until a
gravity induced stop brings their
ride to an end. Now located near
the waterslide this new activity
was professionally installed by
Grif n Adventures (Bill Weaver) and
enjoyed all summer long.

Swimming Pool — As previously

announced our pool had a major

facelift this spring. The oor of the

pool was resurfaced with a smooth

berglass nish, the leaks were repaired and we
saved a bundle on chemicals and treatment this year
as the operating system is now much more ef cient.
Thanks to everyone who donated funds to help make
this happen!

Big Swing — Improved once again! Participants now
go higher and faster as they are pulled up into the air
by a group on the ground. Each rider chooses how
high (s)he wants to go and self releases when ready.
What a ride!

Shop Junk — Ok, we admit it....\We camp people
tend to be packrats when it comes to junk, thinking

that other people’s cast offs may be of use to us

in some way...at sometime. We are pleased to
announce the kicking of this habit as evidenced by
the visibly reduced amount of stuff hanging around
the maintenance shop and horse barn. Over $1000
was received as we recycled the “junk” metal at a
local scrap yard.

Gaga Pit — This summer’s campers went “GooGoo”
over “Gaga”. Gaga, from the Hebrew word meaning
“touch” is a handball game played in an hexagon
shaped, wooden-walled, pit. It combines skills
similar to dodge ball, tennis and good ol’ four-square.
Played in a group setting but individually competitive,
campers enjoy great exercise, the thrill of strategizing
how to play and cheering on their
friends. What a great communal
Christian camping game and a
fun addition to our adventurous
activities.

Sewer Pumps - So, no one
likes to talk about sewer and
no one really appreciates the
value of a sewer pump until it
stops functioning like it should
(Especially in the middle of the
night on Christmas Day in the
freezing cold). After a long winter
of battling pump failures we had
the problem xed this spring. This,
not-so-exciting project resulted in
a pumping system that is of high
quality, is highly ef cient and gives
us the heightened ability to continue
to grow the number of people we
serve. All that combined really is
exciting!

Horse Fence — Atlong last — A new fence around
our arena! Some of you will remember that Mrs. Dice
was the primary reason Rhodes Grove had a horse
corral. She gave funds to purchase the supplies and
even did much of the work involved in getting the
original fence in the ground. This spring a group of
volunteers, recruited primarily by the Frost/Conley
families, came and installed the new posts and

side rails. All of the materials were purchased with
funds donated speci cally for this purpose. The end
product looks great. Many thanks to those of you
who gave charitably, volunteered labor and waited
patiently for this major project to reach completion!
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